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perors. (i.) MARCUS AXTONIUS GORDIANE
AFRICANUS (158-238 A.D.). was descended by
the father's side from the famous family of
the Gracchi. The tyranny and injustice of
the Emperor Maximinus excited a rebellion
in Africa, and Gordianus was proclaimed
emperor. The younger Gordianus, however,
was defeated and slain in battle before '
Carthage, whereupon his father put an end I
to his own existence. (2.) MARCUS ANTONIUS *
GORDIANUS, grandson of above, was pro-
claimed emperor by the Praetorian Guard in '
238, though then not more than fifteen years
of age. Assisted by his father-in-law, Misi-
theus, whom he made prefect of the Praetor-
ians, Gordianus marched in 242 into Asia.
Antioch, which was threatened, was relieved
by Gordianus; the Persians were driven back
beyond the Euphrates; and Gordianus was
just about to march into their country when
Misitheus died. Philip the Arabian, who
succeeded Misitheus, thereupon stirred up
the soldiery to assassinate the Emperor
(244).

Gordin, Jacob M. (1853-1909), Jewish-
American playwright and journalist, was
born in the government of Poltava, Little
Russia. In 1879 he founded at Elizavetgrad
the Society of Spiritual Brethren of the Bi-
ble, an organization based upon ethics and
without rites of any kind. This was sup-
pressed by the government in 1891, and Gor-
din emigrated to New York, where he be-
came a writer of plays for the Yiddish stage,
his first work being Siberia, a study of Rus-
sian-Jewish conditions. Of his hundred or
more other plays, the most famous are Goti,
Mcnsch, und Teufel (1902), and the Kreut-
zcr Sonata, the first Yiddish play to be pre-
sented on the stage in English.

Gordius, a genus of nematode, worms of
the parasitic order Gordioidea, the most fa-
miliar species of which is G. aquaticus, the
HAIR WORM, HORSEHAIR WORM, or HORSE-
HAIR SNAKE of fresh water ponds and ditch-
es, stagnant pools, etc. The adult worms are
long (4 inches or more), slender, and flex-
ible, dark brown or black in color, and often
twisted into a complicated knot, not unlike
a ha> from a horse's mane or tail.

Gordon, a noble Scottish family of Nor-
man descent, who settled at Gordon in Ber-
wickshire in the i2th century. Sir Adam de
Gordon (d. 1333) joined Bruce (1297), and,
in reward of service against the Comyns, ob-
tained from Bruce the lands of Strathbogie,
Aberdeenshire, which he renamed Huntly,
He was one of the ambassadors sent in 1320

to Pope John xxii. with the letter asserting
Scottish independence; and he was killed at
the Battle of Haiidon Hill (1333). Amons
the more distinguished of his nearer de-
scendants was the warrior Sir John Gordon,
slain at Otterbourne in 1388. His grandson,
Alexander, was in 1449 created Earl of
Huntly. Alexander, third earl (d. 1524"),
established the predominant influence ex-
pressed in the phrase ;Cock of the North.'
Alexander's grandson, George, fourth earl
(1514-62), in 1544 suppressed the Highland
rising of the Camerons, Macdonalds, and
Frasers. His son, George, fifth earl (d. 1576),
was in 1563 sentenced to death for high
treason, but was pardoned. After Mary'a
escape to Dunbar he succeeded Morton as
lord high chancellor of Scotland (1566). A
brother-in-law of Both well, he was deeply
involved in the Darnley murder. His son,
George, sixth earl (1562-1636), was in 1599
created marquis. In popular" tradition a
sinister flavor attaches to his name from the
murder, in February, 1591-25 of the 'Bonnie
Earl of Moray* of the old ballad. Lord
George Gordon, one of Montrose's most bril-
liant officers, was killed at the Battle of Al-
ford in 1645. George, fourth marquis (1643-
1716), created in 1684 duke of Gordon, held
the castle of Edinburgh in 1682 on behalf
of James vn.3 but capitulated on June 14,
1698. Lord George (1751-93), a son of the
third duke, achieved notoriety by his con-
nection with the 'No popery' riots of 1780.
On the death in 1836, without issue, of
George, fifth duke, who in 1794 raised the
celebrated regiment, the Gordon Highland-
ers, the title Duke of Gordon became extinct.
Consult William Gordon's House of Gordon;
Bulloch's The First Duke of Gordon (1909) ;
The House of Gordon (ed. by J. M. Bui-
loch, 1903-12).
Gordon, CHarles George (1833-85),
known as Chinese Gordon and Gordon
Pasha, British soldier and administrator, was
born at Woolwich, Kent. Taking part in the
expedition to China (1860), he participated
in the capture of Peking, and suppressed
the Taiping Rebellion. Returning to Eng-
land, he was engaged in engineer duties at
Gravesend. At the close of 1873 Gordon ac-
cepted an offer from Ismail, khedive of
Egypt, to take up the work begun in the
Sudan by Sir Samuel Baker, and he was ap-
pointed governor of the Sudan. In 1880 he
resigned his command, and for a time saw
service in Mauritius. Early in 1884 Gordon
was again sent by the British government